THE  FOUR  GEORGES
it happened on a Sunday; while the King made no secret
of his disapproval: "Public characters," he said, "have no
right to weigh alone what they owe to themselves; they
must consider what they owe to their country."
Eleven years later Canning and Castlereagh also fought
on Putney Heath. Castlereagh thought that Canning,
who was his colleague in the Cabinet, had been intriguing
against him behind his back, and accordingly wrote three
sheets of folio in which he stated his grievances, ending:
"Under the circumstances I must require that satis-
faction from you to which I feel myself entitled to lay
claim.
"I have the honour to be, Sir,
"Your obedient humble servant,
"CASTLEREAGH."
When Canning received the letter, he glanced at the
last few lines, and exclaimed, "I had rather fight than
read it, by God!" He then replied,
"Gloucester Lodge,
"September 20, 1809
"(half-past ten A.M.).
"My LORD,
"The tone and purport of your Lordship's letter
(which I have this moment received) of course precludes
any other answer, on my part, to the misapprehensions
and misrepresentations, with which it abounds, than
that I will cheerfully give to your Lordship the satis-
faction that you require.
"I have the honour to be, my Lord,
"Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant,
"GEO. CANNING."
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